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HOCKINGPORT, Ohio -- Jesse Hayes' family, already overcome 
by grief after he died in a house fire last month, quickly had to 
come to grips with another unthinkable reality.

With no money for a funeral, they would have to bury him 
themselves.

And so the day before Hayes' graveside service Oct. 15, his 
cousin and a handful of volunteers gathered with their shovels at 
Stewart Cemetery, a quiet spot in the woods not far from the Ohio 
River in southern Ohio.

They spent four hours digging with the shovels before finally being 
forced to bring in a backhoe when they hit rock about 3 feet down.

After a brief graveside service the next day, the family went to the 
nearby Lions Club for a meal provided by friends while the 
volunteers returned to cover the casket with dirt, finishing the grim 
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Hayes, 26, died after being overcome by smoke in an early-
morning fire in the Parkersburg, W.Va., home he shared with his 
girlfriend, Amanda McClain, 21, and her 11-month-old son, 
Connor. Hayes and the infant were found just inside the door of 
the small frame home; McClain never made it out of the bedroom.

Firefighters said Hayes' hands were covered with blisters, likely 
from when he tried to open the door to escape the deadly heat and 
smoke.

"He died trying to save a baby. He died a hero, and he didn't even 
get a funeral," said Lisa Roberts, a cousin whose husband, Kenny, helped dig the grave.

"What has it come to when we can't even afford to bury our dead?" Mrs. Roberts asked. "Nobody 
should have to go through this."

Hayes' grave has no headstone. That will come later, when and if money is available.

The state once provided assistance for indigent funerals, but the aid was eliminated a few years ago 
and not restored in this year's budget. The burden had fallen to counties, townships, churches and 
community groups to bury the dead when money is short. But many of those sources are running dry, 
too.

"Now, what's started happening is people are digging their own graves to make it more affordableit's 
the result of a long cycle of picking away at programs and cutting benefits, and because the economy 
is bad, other resources that may have been available before just aren't anymore," said Jack Frech, 
director of the Athens County Department of Job and Family Services.

The problem of people unable to pay for burials, coupled with bodies that go unclaimed by family 
members, was discussed last week at a meeting of the Ohio State Coroners Association.

"We've had to ask the funeral homes to help out indigent families that don't have any money," said Dr. 
David Applegate, Union County coroner and president of the association. He said churches, 
community groups and veterans associations are chipping in.

"I don't think the government has to help everybody. I am happy to see there are other ways to do 
this," Applegate said. "We've warned coroners that they may see more of it and asked them to be 
helpful and become part of the solution."

Lisa Roberts said the poor have been burying their own for years.

"It's not new," she said. "It's just become acceptable."

She said a friend from nearby Meigs County had no money when her teenage son drowned a few 

 

Visitors’ Guide

The weather stays pretty 

temperate in Washington 

most of the time until late 

into the fall, so it is a great 

season to visit the nation's 

capital, stroll along the National Mall and gaze at the 

leaves while you check out the Lincoln Memorial, the 

Washington Monument and other treasures. 

More visitor information
 

Multimedia

Audio Podcasts

http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/indigent_funerals.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOACC.html?adsec=politics&sid=101 (2 of 4)11/24/2009 11:35:08 AM

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/homeless.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOA1S.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/homeless.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOA1S.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/aftercshol.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/aftercshol.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/elderly.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/elderly.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/mentally.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/mentally.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/president/dcvisitinaug.html


Survivors must dig graves for their dead | Columbus Dispatch Politics

years ago. After a church service, the mother, who was widowed, her daughters and their boyfriends 
loaded the inexpensive casket onto the back of a truck and drove to a cemetery two counties away. 
The teen would be buried in his mother's plot, next to his father.

They dug for hours, hit rock and had to return with a rented jackhammer.

"They finally got the casket down in there and start filling it with these big rocks. There was this big 
crack and (the mother) started screaming," Roberts said.

"The casket had caved in."

ccandisky@dispatch.com 

 
 

Read all 6 comments » 

Type in your comments to post to the forum 
Name 

(appears on 

your post)

You are currently logged in as . Not ? 

Name 

(appears on 

your post) 

 

Comments

 

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: 

 

  

 

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the comment you are 

posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback.

 

Capitol Square

Go behind the scenes at Broad & High Streets. Download 

our weekly look at state government.

Editorial Cartoons

 

 
 
 

●     Click here to enlarge Jeff Stahler editorial cartoon 

●     Browse recent cartoons 

●     Search the cartoon archive 
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/indigent_funerals.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOACC.html?adsec=politics&sid=101 (3 of 4)11/24/2009 11:35:08 AM

mailto:ccandisky@dispatch.com
http://www.topix.net/forum/source/dispatch-politics/TOUGGK67N0RK77IR6?p=3655&s=PB&co=1
javascript:void(0)
http://www.topix.net/
http://www.topix.net/topix/terms

http://wbns10tv.com/live/content/onnstation/capitol_square.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/stahler/index.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/stahler/gallery.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/stahler/search.html


Yahoo! Buzz

Print Story

E-mail this story

Search the Dispatch archive

Subscribe

Get our RSS headlines 

feeds

Today’s Top Stories

●     Strickland frees killer he says is innocent 

●     State agencies sell 'surplus' that's brand new 

●     Strickland grants clemency to 78 

●     Conservative casino foe furious at 2 GOP leaders 

●     Casino say-so should be local, legislators say 

●     Labor chief fights using casino fees to fix budget 

●     State board's kindergarten vote raises controversy 

●     Dann drops fraud lawsuit against former sidekick 

●     The Unkindest Cuts 

●     Rate hike approved for Columbus water, sewer customers 

Voter Information

Helpful Links
●     Contact Ohio’s U.S. senators 

●     How to contact public officials 

●     Find your U.S. representative 

●     Ohio Secretary of State Web site 

●     Check your voter registration 

●     Register to vote 

●     Find your polling place 

●     Election basics 

©2009, The Columbus Dispatch, Reproduction prohibited

Home Site map Privacy policy Advertise with Dispatch.com Help! 

The Columbus Dispatch WBNS (10TV) Ohio News Network Columbus Alive! 97.1 The Fan BlueJacketsXtra 

BuckeyeXtra ThisWeek Community Newspapers TheBAG Columbus Parent Magazine Dispatch Español 

Buckeye Sports Page Capital Style 

Survivors must dig graves for their dead | Columbus Dispatch Politics

http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/indigent_funerals.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOACC.html?adsec=politics&sid=101 (4 of 4)11/24/2009 11:35:08 AM

http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=the_columbus_dis&guid=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dispatchpolitics.com%2Flive%2Fcontent%2Finsight%2Fstories%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fcopy%2Findigent_funerals.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOACC.html%3Ftype%3Drss%26cat%3D%26sid%3D101
javascript:print()
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/foundation/email_form.jsp?story=/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/indigent_funerals.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOACC.html&storytitle=U3Vydml2b3JzIG11c3QgZGlnIGdyYXZlcyBmb3IgdGhlaXIgZGVhZCA=&sid=101
http://shop.dispatch.com/newsarchive/ArchiveForm.asp
http://www.signupforthepaper.com/alt.php
http://www.dispatch.com/dispatch/content/rss/index.html
http://www.dispatch.com/dispatch/content/rss/index.html
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/CLEMENCY.ART_ART_11-24-09_A1_FGFPI4C.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/Costly_surplus.ART_ART_11-24-09_B3_3IFPJ1M.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/23/strickland-clemency.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/CAPCTY_ART_11-24-09_B7_3IFPJJI.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/casino_option.ART_ART_11-24-09_B3_3IFPIMA.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/labor-chief-fights-using-casino-fees-to-balance-budget.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/state_board.ART_ART_11-24-09_B1_C6FPISP.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/dann-drops-fraud-lawsuit-against-gutierrez.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/podcasts/buckeyeforum/buckeye061.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/council24.ART_ART_11-24-09_B2_C6FPJH5.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?State=OH
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/02/01/dccontacts.ART_ART_02-01-09_G2_Q8CNLLL.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/voterquery.aspx?page=361
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/voter/RegisteringToVote.aspx
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/elections/voterInformation/whereToVote.aspx
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/voters_guide/stories/electionbasics.html
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/dispatch/content/services/sitemap_content.html
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/dispatch/contentbe/EPIC_shim.php?story=dispatch/services/Faq/privacy.html
mailto:ldavis@dispatch.com?subject=Advertise with us
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/dispatch/contentbe/EPIC_shim.php?story=dispatch/services/Faq/index.html
http://www.dispatch.com/
http://www.10tv.com/
http://www.onntv.com/
http://www.columbusalive.com/
http://www.971thefan.com/
http://www.bluejacketsxtra.com/
http://www.buckeyextra.com/
http://www.thisweeknews.com/
http://www.thebag.com/
http://www.columbusparent.com/
http://www.dispatchespanol.com/
http://www.buckeyesportspage.com/
http://www.capital-style.com/

	dispatchpolitics.com
	Survivors must dig graves for their dead | Columbus Dispatch Politics


	PDOJCDDENIDPPMAOAPMAMLKMGLMMIPKO: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 1259080286
	f2: 1NR7cQdhm/un3TW5ZHMGlw
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 1
	f6: 
	f7: RI8E25K0S2FP2F6L
	f8: 3655
	f9: PB
	f10: 1
	f11: source/dispatch-politics
	f12: OUGGK67N0RK77IR6
	f13: 1
	f14: Re: Survivors must dig graves for their dead
	f15: anon
	f16: 0
	f17: 
	f18: 
	f19: 

	f20: Post Comment
	f21: 
	f22: Enter Button Submit
	f23: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 132310000900e8d15ce541b99527
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 1
	f5: 2
	f6: http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/indigent_funerals.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOACC.html





