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What do budget reductions mean? They mean hard
times for some of society's weakest members.

Sunday, November 22, 2009 3:52 AM

The dire warnings began long before Gov. Ted Strickland and state lawmakers ended their impasse
over a new $50.5 billion, two-year budget on July 17.

Severe cuts to mental-health, social-services, health-care and other programs would hurt -- maybe
even Kill -- Ohioans, critics said. Nevertheless, the governor and lawmakers proceeded with a patched-
up budget that made sharp reductions and included revenue from slots at racetracks that, it turned out,
would not develop. Four months later, the slots proposal is on hold, the budget remains $851 million
out of balance, and many of the predicted human consequences are coming true.

The state's budget tightrope act appears to be failing Ohioans across the state.
Here are some human casualties of the budget battle in Columbus.
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