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Former caseworker Tande Rose worries every day about the .
. . . - Getting personal
elderly in Gallia County who may be hungry or without medications
or even near death. . State budget cuts devastating

Laid off as the county's one-person Department of Adult Protective the most vulnerable Ohioans
Services, she wonders who will take care of people like the woman

in her 70s who Rose found naked and covered with feces on the @ etz [Pty o sieelie vty

floor of a locked bedroom. ina camper
Rose discovered the woman while checking on her after a Meals- . The unkindest cuts: What do
on-Wheels delivery person reported a growing stench from the budget reductions mean? They

home. Weeks earlier, the woman's daughter had asked that the
food be left on the porch so her mother was not disturbed.

mean hard times for some of

society's weakest members.
"Her daughter had been opening the door (to the bed- room) and
throwing in a can of Ensure each day, but (the woman) became so
weak she couldn't open them," Rose said. their dead

. Survivors must dig graves for
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A Bible lay open on the soiled bed sheets where the woman had
been before ending up on the floor.

. Without outreach, homeless may

be more helpless

Advocates for the county agencies across Ohio have not yet
compiled the number of caseworkers like Rose who were handed
pink slips in the wake of state budget cuts adopted in July.
However, roughly 3,000 have lost their jobs since the state started
slashing aid to the county agencies nearly two years ago.

. After-school closings to leave

kids on outside

. Who will protect, help the
elderly?

Gallia County, along the Ohio River in the heart of the state's

Appalachian region, has been among the hardest hit, losing 40

percent of its Job and Family Services' staff of 51.

. Mentally ill are losing some of

their last refuges

Rose was the county's only caseworker assigned to investigate allegations of abuse, exploitation or
neglect against the elderly. Since she left in August, adult protective services have been unavailable.

die."

The woman locked in her bedroom was near death, but after weeks in the hospital with a feeding tube
and then in a nursing home, she recovered and is back home under the care of another relative.

Her daughter, Rose said, was prosecuted but deemed mentally ill and is now homeless.

"These are sweet little people,” Rose said of her former clients. "I may be in their shoes some day, and
if | am, I'd want someone looking after me."

Carol Dayton, chairwoman of the Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services, said some counties have
been able to divert other funds to protective services while others have scaled back or eliminated
services entirely.

"It's an already fragile system being stressed to the point of dysfunction,” she said.

In the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, there were 16,109 reports of elder neglect or exploitation
statewide. But studies have shown that for every incident that is reported, four more go unreported.

Rose helped about 150 seniors a year.

"Elderly people are so proud," she said. "They will go without medication before they wouldn't pay their
utilities. 1 would try and help by talking to physicians to get samples or calling the utility company."

Just before leaving her job, Rose helped a couple who lived in a trailer and relied on rainwater to cook
and bathe.

"Families are supposed to help out families,” Rose said. "But a family can't do what they could do 20
years ago."
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"l worry that people will go hungry or not get their medications," Rose said. "l worry that someone will Visitors’ Guide
. i

The weather stays pretty
temperate in Washington
most of the time until late

into the fall, so it is a great

season to visit the nation's
capital, stroll along the National Mall and gaze at the
leaves while you check out the Lincoln Memorial, the

Washington Monument and other treasures.

More visitor information

Multimedia

Audio Podcasts



http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/homeless.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOA1S.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/homeless.ART_ART_11-22-09_G1_36FOA1S.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/aftercshol.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/aftercshol.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/elderly.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/elderly.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/mentally.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/mentally.html?adsec=politics&sid=101

http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/president/dcvisitinaug.html

Who will protect, help the elderly? | Columbus Dispatch Politics

Read all 7 comments »

Type in your comments to post to the forum

Nameyq, are currently logged in as . Not ?
(appears on

your post)

Namel

(appears on

your post)

Comments|

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: Bi 7

Post Comment ||  Enter Button Submit

tupnf

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the comment you are

posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback.

Today’'s Top Stories

bhoo! Buzz . Strickland frees killer he says is innocent
@ Print Story . State agencies sell 'surplus' that's brand new

. Conservative casino foe furious at 2 GOP leaders

E-mail this story

p Search the Dispatch archive

. Strickland grants clemency to 78

. Casino say-so should be local, legislators say
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insi ght/stories/2009/11/22/copy/el derly.html ?adsec=politics& sid=101 (3 of 4)11/24/2009 11:42:47 AM

Capitol Square

Go behind the scenes at Broad & High Streets. Download

our weekly look at state government.

Editorial Cartoons 7

. Click here to enlarge Jeff Stahler editorial cartoon

» Browse recent cartoons

» Search the cartoon archive



http://www.topix.net/forum/source/dispatch-politics/TRDQDT2MNIQK6B46O?p=3655&s=PB&co=1
javascript:void(0)
http://www.topix.net/
http://www.topix.net/topix/terms
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=the_columbus_dis&guid=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dispatchpolitics.com%2Flive%2Fcontent%2Finsight%2Fstories%2F2009%2F11%2F22%2Fcopy%2Felderly.html%3Ftype%3Drss%26cat%3D%26sid%3D101
javascript:print()
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/foundation/email_form.jsp?story=/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/elderly.html&storytitle=V2hvIHdpbGwgcHJvdGVjdCwgaGVscCB0aGUgZWxkZXJseT8g&sid=101
http://shop.dispatch.com/newsarchive/ArchiveForm.asp
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/CLEMENCY.ART_ART_11-24-09_A1_FGFPI4C.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/Costly_surplus.ART_ART_11-24-09_B3_3IFPJ1M.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/CAPCTY_ART_11-24-09_B7_3IFPJJI.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/23/strickland-clemency.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/casino_option.ART_ART_11-24-09_B3_3IFPIMA.html?adsec=politics&sid=101

http://wbns10tv.com/live/content/onnstation/capitol_square.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/stahler/index.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/stahler/gallery.html
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/stahler/search.html

Who will protect, help the elderly? | Columbus Dispatch Politics

Ehﬁm.‘h " Subscribe . Labor chief fights using casino fees to fix budget
= Get our RSS headlines . State board's kindergarten vote raises controversy Voter Information .
feeds . Dann drops fraud lawsuit against former sidekick Hel prI Lin kS

. L Contact Ohio’s U.S. senators
. The Unkindest Cuts

+ How to contact public officials
. Readers offer to help folks hurt by state cuts L Find your U.S. representative
+ Ohio Secretary of State Web site
» Check your voter registration
» Register to vote
+ Find your polling place

L Election basics

The Columbus Dispatch WBNS (10TV) Ohio News Network Columbus Alive! 97.1 The Fan BlueJacketsXtra

B?ﬁﬁlﬁ"rh ©2009, The Columbus Dispatch, Reproduction prohibited

BuckeyeXtra ThisWeek Community Newspapers TheBAG Columbus Parent Magazine Dispatch Espafiol
Home Site map Privacy policy Advertise with Dispatch.com Help!

Buckeye Sports Page Capital Style]

http://www.di spatchpolitics.com/live/content/insi ght/stories/2009/11/22/copy/el derly.html ?adsec=politics& sid=101 (4 of 4)11/24/2009 11:42:47 AM


http://www.signupforthepaper.com/alt.php
http://www.dispatch.com/dispatch/content/rss/index.html
http://www.dispatch.com/dispatch/content/rss/index.html
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/labor-chief-fights-using-casino-fees-to-balance-budget.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/state_board.ART_ART_11-24-09_B1_C6FPISP.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/dann-drops-fraud-lawsuit-against-gutierrez.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/podcasts/buckeyeforum/buckeye061.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/11/24/copy/ACTS_OF_KINDNESS.ART_ART_11-24-09_B1_C6FPISF.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?State=OH
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/02/01/dccontacts.ART_ART_02-01-09_G2_Q8CNLLL.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/voterquery.aspx?page=361
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/voter/RegisteringToVote.aspx
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/elections/voterInformation/whereToVote.aspx
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/voters_guide/stories/electionbasics.html
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/dispatch/content/services/sitemap_content.html
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/dispatch/contentbe/EPIC_shim.php?story=dispatch/services/Faq/privacy.html
mailto:ldavis@dispatch.com?subject=Advertise with us
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/dispatch/contentbe/EPIC_shim.php?story=dispatch/services/Faq/index.html
http://www.dispatch.com/
http://www.10tv.com/
http://www.onntv.com/
http://www.columbusalive.com/
http://www.971thefan.com/
http://www.bluejacketsxtra.com/
http://www.buckeyextra.com/
http://www.thisweeknews.com/
http://www.thebag.com/
http://www.columbusparent.com/
http://www.dispatchespanol.com/
http://www.buckeyesportspage.com/
http://www.capital-style.com/

	dispatchpolitics.com
	Who will protect, help the elderly? | Columbus Dispatch Politics


	LDJKAEMCMECBGLBOHOEKHLMDNEDIJCFL: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 1259080918
	f2: Bnrm1dfsWVvrzpxDV4AHmw
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 1
	f6: 
	f7: RI8E25K0S2FP2F6L
	f8: 3655
	f9: PB
	f10: 1
	f11: source/dispatch-politics
	f12: RDQDT2MNIQK6B46O
	f13: 1
	f14: Re: Who will protect, help the elderly?
	f15: anon
	f16: 0
	f17: 
	f18: 
	f19: 

	f20: Post Comment
	f21: 
	f22: Enter Button Submit
	f23: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 132310000900e8d15ce541b99527
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 1
	f5: 2
	f6: http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/insight/stories/2009/11/22/copy/elderly.html





